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Farming, Sericulture, and Periodic Rural Markets: The Rural Life in Southern

Song China Narrated in the Poetry of Fan Chengda
LI Bingyan'*, NIE Jiarong’
(1. School of Humanities and Law, Hebei University of Engineering, Handan, Hebei 056038, China;
2. School of Literature, Hebei Normal University, Shijiazhuang, Hebei 050024, China;
3. School of Landscape and Ecological Engineering, Hebei University of Engineering, Handan, Hebei 056038, China)

Abstract: The poetry of Fan Chengda covers a wide range of themes, with a large number of his works offering com-
prehensive portrayals of the people, events, objects, scenes and their interrelationships in rural Jiangnan, thereby
expanding the connotation and extension of rural depiction in Chinese poetry. His portrayal of everyday rural life is
imbued with both narrative and documentary nature, exhibiting a new characteristic of “factual recording” : it depicts
the scenes such as wheat-rice double cropping, sericulture, periodic rural market trade, and the circulation of agri-
cultural product in rural Jiangnan. In this sense, his poetry reconstructs the authentic reality of rural Jiangnan and
the real life of its farmers, thus reflecting the emerging trend that values both agriculture and commerce in Jiangnan
region of the Southern Song Dynasty. This paper explores the practical path of breaking down the barriers between
literature and history and using poetry to verify history, providing a great deal of important reference materials for re-
search in related fields such as agricultural history, social history, and rural economic history.

Key Words: southern song poetry ; Fan Chengda;rural narratives ;farming and sericulture ; periodic rural markets



