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From Symbol to Identity: The Generative Logic of China’ s International

Discourse Power and the Mechanism of “ Theme Transfer”

LIU Yang
(School of Integrated Media, Sichuan University of Media and Communications, Chengdu, Sichuan 611745, China)

Abstract: This article explores how to enhance China’ s international discourse power through cultural symbols and
proposes the theory of theme transfer to address the biases in communication effects arising from the linear perspec-
tive of communication prevalent in academia. Grounded in the foundational theory of realistic discourse construction,
the article employs a theoretical framework that incorporates textual polysemy, cultural dynamics, and the tension
among diverse interpretations. It addresses the question of “how to achieve greater consensus for China’ s discourse
in the field of international communication” by proposing a logic for constructing cultural communication symbols, fo-
cusing on the process of textual meaning generation, and analyzing the role of cultural symbols in international com-
munication as well as the pathways of meaning transfer, thereby constructing the theory of theme transfer. The article
also elaborates on the phenomenon where texts originally embedded in a specific cultural context or theme undergo a
nonlinear transformation of meaning when received by audiences from different cultural backgrounds. In this vein,
this process allows the texts to integrate into new cultural contexts, thus generating new cultural identities and value
resonances. Besides, the article elucidates the theoretical logic and mechanisms of theme transfer, highlighting how
it facilitates the extension of meaning and the sublimation of value for China’ s cultural symbols in the international
arena. Ultimately, it provides theoretical and practical pathways for constructing China’s discourse system.

Key Words: symbol construction ;international discourse power;generation logic ;theme transfer



